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A Sermon lately delivered in the 
Cathedral Church of Canterbury, 
concerning Church-Mufick, 


2 Kins. . 15,16. 


-— And it cameto paſs when the Minſtrel played, that 
the hand of the Lord came upon him ; 
And he ſaid —— | 


Padan-Aram) to remove the Stone 
and Rock of Offence taken art our 
Church-Mufeck, that the Flock may 
be watered, My endeavour ſhall be 
 Sf=© a2» © (by Gods aſſiſtance, and your wonted-. 
patience) toſhew why we uſe it,and you ſhonld joyn. 
withus therein; and my defire is yourſerious atten- 
tion, leſt the loſs of one point beger a miſunderſtand- 
ing in others. 
God mercifully indulgeth co mans infirmity , 
omitting no meansto ſave him,as tis written _— Iſa.s 4, 
conld. 


PR. 


4 - 


Come to you this day (as Facob to Gen. : 9.3,8c. 


z A SEWMUN_ 

conld have been done more to my Vintyard, that I have 
zet done init ? Whereas therefore mans innate affei- 
ons bear a great part in good or evil, much byafſing 
the Will and Underſtancing to either z God,not wil- 
ling to deſtroy,bat to correct the Aﬀections,that they 
| way be-neceſlary hand-maids to Virtue, ſaith nor, 
Plal-42 5 Thou ſhalt not hope, bur, Hope thon in God : Neither, 
Dui. Thou ſhalt not fear but, Theu ſhalt fear the Lordthy 
Vial.7 19) God: {o, — Thouſhalt love the Lord thy Goa': and Te 
Ft! 37-4 that lowe the Lord,hate evil: and - Delight thy ſelf alſo 
ia the Lord,and he ſhall give thee the deſires of thy heart. 
| The Holy Ghoſt, ſeeing mankinde hardly drawn to 
Nr Fer 3 Virtue, and that Righteouſneſs is leſs eſteemed, by 
Eofi1. dels. reaſon of our Aﬀections pronenels to that which de- 
tio 0:dinar a:i- Jiphteth; in his Wiſdom, mingled Heavenly My- 
En $40" ſteries with pleaſing Melody, that by the Ear- he 
6 #6. might ſecretly convey the Treaſure of Divine good 
into the Sonl: To which purpoſe were thoſe melo- 
dious Hymns and Pſalms appointed for us, in God's 
ſervice, that we might at once be both delighted, 

and profited, 
To the words of the Text ; It came 10 paſs when 
Ar. Mortane the Minſtrel played, Et fuit ſecundum modulari modu- 
laatem: Thus it came topaſs by Gods Pravidence 
2 12? j/atir, {o appointing it, The LXX, give the Hebrew J322, 
—_— ©» 20 in the Greek, by o $222.wr, the Singer,or Muſician : 
p*it, _ . Thewordis of that which ſignifieth ro ſing or make 
mufick ; and here fignifieth any kind of Muſician 
Skilfull in {»ging, or playing on Inſtruments, Zzte, 
Harp, _— or other like: the ſence is, When the 
Prophet heard the Muſick , the hand of the Lord 
came upon him, that is, a Divine motion, or influence 
of Geas Spirit : and heſaid — or ſpake the words * 
: 5 the 
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concerning Church-Mufick. 2. 
i the following Prophecy, Here are two Cauſes of the 
| Effect tollowing, | ” 
I, Subordinate, or m7 principalis — it came 
\ to paſs, whenthe Minſtrel played. 
The <2, Principal, chief,and ſupream, efficient, pro - 
/ ducing the effect; He ſaid, Thws ſaith the 
Lord. | 
I. That ſuch a Cauſe as alittle Muſick ſhould open 
the Archives of Gods ſecret counſel,concerning things 
ro come, in matters ſo dubious and unexpected, of 
ſuch high conſequence and concernment, as the ſa- 
ving of three Kings, and the lives of all the 7ſ-aelites, 
and much other auxiliar Forces preſent ; and by 
means ſo improbable to carnal wiſdom, as filling 
that dry valley with water, to relieve them and their 
cattle, when neither wind ſhould be perceived,nor rain 
1 ſeen; that ſuch an occaſion as Muſick ſhould come 
q within the yerge of Cauſes thereto ſubordinate, 
4 Could be by ns other means, or others appointment but N**< 
his, who b\ bis unlimited power produceth the moſt dif- 
ficult effects by what put he pleaſeth, He created 
this Univerſe of nothing preexiſtent; Dixit & facia 
ſunt, He appointed that Naamans leprofie ſhauld 2 kia $.14- 
be cleanſed by his waſhing ſeven times in Fordan; and 
that Fericho's deathfull Waters ſhould be cured by 2 $192 21+ 
caſting into them a new cruſe of ſalt , and that the 
Widows Oyl ſhould increaſe in the barre], by pour- 2 Kin 4.4. 
ing out ſo long as there was a veſſel toreceive it ;. 
and that djraet ſhould march into the Red} ſea, to be Excl. 14. 
faved ; that it might be to them a zype of Baptiſm, * ©2429 
wherein the water toxcheth the body,to cleanſe body and | 
foul fromall ow the blood of Feſws Chriſt, 1 Joh.1.,7. ,., . .. 
7 He commanded Moſes to {mite the Rock at _ Augnſtan, 
: with. | 
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Jer.1 6. 


A SERMO N_ 


with bis Red, thae the waters.might flow, to relieve 
the numerous Hoſte of 7ſ-ael, with their herds and 
flocks: He,toſupply the want of Wine at the Cana- 
72arrigge,commanded the Waiters to-fill their water- 
pots with water to-the brim Tt were too-long topurſue 
the Examples of this kind, which demonſtrate God 
the moſt fre? Agent, not bound to the uſe of any ſe- 
cond cauſes, but producing what he will, how he will, 
Fear not whatever work or eſtate God affigns thee to ; 
He is Almighty who provides for his Agents Fear 
not thy abllities ; but remember that thou art in 
Gods ſervice, who by a ſufficient meaſure will enable 
thee to that which he enjoyneth thee, Wereir thine 
own work, thou mighteſt reaſonably require pro- 
bable and apparenc means to. warrant thy underta- 
kings; but it Gad command' thee, thy ſufficiencie 
ſhall be of him; ſo that thou ſhale nor need to fay, 
with Gideov,--0 my Lord,mherewiuh ſhall I (ave Iſrael? 
Behold, my. family is poor in Manaſſeh, and I ans the 
leaſt in my fathers houſe + if God'be with thee, who 
can be azainſt thee? Tf there remained but wounded, 
men, they ſhould be enabled to-do-that which God 
will have done. Thou needeſt not fay,as Moſes ,Send, 
1 pray thee, by the hand of. hims whons thou wilt ſend: 
While he looked not toward thepower of God, bur 
his own abllities, diffident of the ſucceſs, he ſaid---0 
my Lord, I am not eloquent--T am ſlow of ſpeech + and 7- 
ſaiah (aid, Wo is np Iamundonebecauſe Tama man 
of polluted lips; and Feremy — Ah, Lord God,behold, 1 
cannot (peaksfor I am a child: they remembred not,ar 
preſent, that Gad could touch their lips, ro enable 
whom, and to what hewill, In Gods ſervice, to. for- 
get his. power 1s ſo dangerons, that Fonah will ra- 
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concerning Church. Muſick. 


ther be miching toward Tarſhiſh, then obey Gods Jon-1.3. 


command at Nzzeve: And good Ananias willing to 


5 


decline the ſervice, will ſay, Lord, IT have heard by a 


many of this man, how much evil he hath done to: thy 
Saints at Feruſalem. 

Bur to come to the intended point, we muſt neceſ- 
farily conſider the coherence of theſe words with the 
reſt of this Hiſtory, Moab, after the death of Ahab, 
rebelled ; Fehoram his Son implored aid againſt them, 
of Jehoſbaphat King of Fudah; he conſented; they 
agree to fetch a compats by the Deſert of Zdom; in 
ſeven days march they are diſtrefled by want of wa- 
ter ; they are enforced to conſult the Lord by Zlſha: 
they come to meet him; he ſharply greeteth 7eho- 
. ram; What have Ito dowith thee ? get theeto the Pro- 
phets of thy Father, and to the Prophets of thy Mother. 
At his further preſentation of their imminent deſtru- 
ion, the Propher ſubjoyneth, As the Lord of Hoſts 
liveth, before whom I ſtand, ſurely were it not that 1 
regard the preſence of Fehoſhaphat the King of Fudah, 
1 would not look toward thee, nor ſee thee: But now 
bring me a minſtrel; and it came to paſs, when the 
minſtrel played, that the hand of the Lord came upon 
him, andhe ſaid; that is, he propheſied, 

It may here be demanded, Why £1:ſha, ſo grear 
a Prophet of the Lord, being to propheſie, to ſo (eri- 
ous and ſo grave a work, would feem to requite fo 
youthfull an expedient, as a mzzſtrel, and muſick? 
Concerning which, hereare {everal probable Reaſons 
aſſigned, | 

I, It was neceſſary to lift up and comfort his mind, 
at preſent perplexed and troubled with bitterneſs of 
ſudden paſſion, as indignation ar the preſence of the 
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A SERMON © 
idolatrous Fehoram, ſo alſo for ſorrow and ſympathy 
in thediſtreſs of good Fehoſhaphat, and the people of 
Iſrael with him, inſo evident a danger of deſtruction 
by the Enemies of God. | 
2, To revive and chear up his drooping ſpirit, 
that it might be enabled and fitted to prophelſie; as 
alſo the hearts of the people to attend unto the 
ſame, | 
3, This Muſician was probably a Zevite, skiltull 
in ſinging Pſalms and Hymns to Gods glory, and Ser- 
vices thereto appertinent, and playing them on Lute, 
Harp, Organ, V1ol, or other like Inſtrument, So 
had the people of God, in thoſe days, ſolemn Muſick 
at their Sacrifices, to quicken them up to prayer and 
praiſes of God, So at that great Solemaity, 2 Chro#, 
7.6, performed by Solomon —- The Prieſts waited on 
their offices, the Levites alſo with inſtruments of mu- 
feck of the Lord, which David the King had made to 
praiſe the Lord, becauſe his my exdureth for ever ; 
and the Prieſts ſounded trumpets before them, So He- 
Sekiah ſet the Levites in the houſe of the Lord, with 
Cymbals, with Pſalteries and Harps, according to the 
commandement of David for ſo was the commanate- 
ment of the Lord by his Prophets, Now David ha- 
ving excellent skill in Divine Poetry and ſolemn Mu- 
fick, knowing that both of theſe were accommodate 
and neceffary tor the ſervice and Houſe of God,left be- 
hind him many Pſalms, and, as ſome learned Divines 
obſerve,was the Author of joyning Melody to Poeſte 
in publick Prayer, for the raiſing up of mens hearts 
ro attention (without which, he well knew, all ou: 
{ſervice would be but vain and fruttleſs)and alſo by yo- 
cal and inſtrumental muſtck, for the ſweetning of hu- 
- mane 


Concerning Church-Muſick. 7 


mane affections towards God, that men might delight 
in the Worſhip of God, So the Church of Chriſt ſtil! 
reteineth theſe as an ornament in Gods ſervice, and for 
an help to Devotion, | 

4. Thus the Prophets uſed to have Muſick, when 
they were to propheſte, So Sanl, according to the 1 Sam-105.. 
word of Sazzuel, met a company ot Prophets with a 
Pſaltery, and a Tabtet, and a Pipe, and an Harp be- 
fare them, and they propheſied, and Sanl alſo pro- 
pheſied with them, From all which it may appear, 
That 

Muſick ( where it can be conveniently had) is of D, 1, 

excellent uſe in relatioa to prophecy, and other 
parts of Gods ſervice, publick or private. 

Now Mulick is eitherInſtrumental, Vocal, or mixt 
of both, Concerning the Firſt and Third of theſe, 
ſome School-men make ſcruple; Whether Inſtru- gp = 
ments with Voices, in the Churches, and Gods publick E 
ſerviceander the Goſpel, belawfull? Concerning vo- 
cal Muſick, or finging Pſalms, no ſober Criſtian 
makes any queſtion; weſay, both Vocal and Inſtru- 
mental are here, reſpectively, both lawfull and conve- 
nient : For which we offer theſe following Reaſons. 

I, Muſick (whether-vocal or mixed) is ſcientia Auguſtin. de 
bent moainlandi ; or,of high and low ſounds a dye "1+ 52: 
proportionable diſpofition: Therefore they who ac- 
knowledge the oneſtil[neceſfary and lawfull, oughr 
to ſhe cauſe, why the other is not; orin what part 
of Holy Scripture, that which all knowwas once com- 
mangedasneceſſary, is11nce forbidden,” as no longet 
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neceſſary, or unlawtull, >  - ; h [74 
2. Mixc Maſick is a5:ancientin Gods ſervice as the No 
Temple, or Tabernacle, (whoſe Structure, Rites; and 
ICS B 2 Services 
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ASERMON. * 


Services, the Lord himſelf appointed) yea, before 


E04.15.1,22. the Ceremonial Law was given, Moſes and the people 


Miatth. 4.10. 


y Cor.11.24, 
25,26. 


Matth.25.30. 


2) vpwnra Tis 


£-naIFoy. Lyr, 
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of God did ſing unto him ; and Miriam the Propheteſs 
-— took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women went 
out after her with timbrels, an\{wering them - Sing ye 
tothe Lord, Mixed Muſick theretore, in Gods ſervice 
and praiſes, ſeems not a branch of the Ceremonial 
Law, that it ſhould thence be concluded abrogated, 
but, as ſubordinate to Gods ſervice, and fitting mens 
minds thereto,of the ever-binding Moral Law, which 
ſaith in the Goſpel, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God 
wherein are comprehended all things thereto ſubor- 
dinate, and neceſlary for Gods ſervice, as iS all that 
which conduceth to edification in Chriſt, 

3. As Muſick was appointed by God,to praiſe him 
in his Tabernacle and Temple, to which Chriſtin the 
days of his flethottenreſorted;ſo was it uſed by Chriſt, 
aSat his laſt Supper, and inſtitution of that great My- 
ftery appointed by him to repreſent and ſhew his death 
and paſſion till he come ; wherein Chriſt ſung his pare 
with his Apeſtles, ( for we may not think, that he 
ſat by them onely to keep time, or as an Auditor, ) 
Add hereto, that even under the Goſpe), Muſick is 
expreſly commanded, for edification in Chriſt, and 
therefore muſt fill be lawfull and neceflary : of which 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Epheſ. 5. 19, 20, — Be filled 
with the Spirit, ſpeaking 10 your ſelves .in pſalms and 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and making melq- 
dy in your hcart te the Lord : giving thanks always for 


-all things unto God, andthe Father, - in the name of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt, So Colo, 3,16, Let the word of 
Chriſt dwell ;n you richly ig all. wiſdom, teaching and 
edmoniſhing one another, in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpi- 


ritual 


concerning Church-Muſick., 9 


ritual ſongs : (this could be no Fewiſh ceremony ; ) 

How tu it then, brethren ? when ye come together, every 1 Ccr.14-6; 
one of you hath a pſalm, hath a doftrine — Let all things 

be done unto edifying, 

4. Muſick hath ſuch natural proportion with the 
reaſonable ſoul, that ſome defined the ſonl it ſelf by Py:b.1gorar, 
harmony, Ir is remarkable, that Solomon, the wiſeſt &*- 
of meer men, and the worlds greateſt Philoſopher, 
madea thouſand and five Songs, wherein he excelled r Kin. 4.35, 
all the children of the Eaſt-countrey — as in that Song 3'»3*: 
of Songs, Solomon in deep myſteries excelled Solomon, 

And David, the man after Gods own heart, and ſweet. 
Sinzer of Iſrael, compoſed many Pſalms to dives p(a1.60. & 61. 
mulical Inſtruments, 2s may appear in the Titles of & 52- & !/1al. 
many of his Pſalms, which have ever been in uſe in <7 
the Church of Chrift, as to the matter and ſubſtance, 

though not always to the fame manner and circum- __ ,. ah 
ſtances, which the Exigents and times of perſecuti- /:11; /ats/die 
on could not at all times permit the Chriftian Church- ante intem,con- 
es not then conſtituted, as may appear in Plinies Epi- 7! 010its cnc: 
ſtle unto Trajaz, reporting the cuſtome of the Chr7- /i Deo dicire 
{tians , then uſed to ſing Hymnos antelucano: ee ra. 
Chriſto, ep.5.4i5.10, 

Ike Soul much depending on the temper of 
the Body, it muſt needs be, that according to the 
right compoſure or diſtemper thereof, a man is more 
or leſs apt to Divine Offices; which the ſubtil Ad- 
verſary well knowing, that he may hinder vs trom 
right performance of our Duties in the ſeryice of 
God, -complicth with all ſecond Cauſes, to dif- 
compole us by ſundry paſſions and perturbations 
of -mind, in whoſe ſtorms we cannot ſteadily and 
 duely perform our parts, Now ſolemn Mulick.,. by 

| | reaſon 
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10 A SERMON 


reaſon of its native affinity with the Soul, excellent- 

ly accommodates it, by calming and appeaſing the 

boiſterous ſtorms and diſtempers 'thereof with a 

pleaſing allay, gently drawing it to a ſweet medio- 

crity, carrying it up for atime above it ſelf in an holy 

2 Cor.t2. rapture and extalle, as S. Pax into the third Heaven, 
to the contempl:tion of #autterable things : It excel- 

Pala N12 lently compoſeth diſtempered minds, which S, Baſil 
| Gent. and S, Ambroſe ſeem to note, in Pythagoras comman- 
Ambro!. 1.3.de ding the Muſicians Dorion caxere, which changing 
— bo *- the mood, S, Ambroſe;interpreteth by molliora canere. 
£ It draws out tears of Devotion, as Angnſtine confeſ- 
Confeſ 1..c.6. {eth of himſelf, — - 7 often wept in the hymns and ſongs 
of thy ſweet-ſounding Church; the affettions of piety 

thereby enflamed, my tears ran down, 1 could eafily 

be perſwaded, that thoſe monſtrous vails of morals, 

not contemptible, related hereto, concerning the 

Plutarch. de ſtrange effects of Terpander's Muſick, fo famous a- 
- $46 hod.le8. Mong the axcrents ; and Amphiox's drawing ſtones to- 
Antiq.l.g, gether, to build the Walls of Thebes, by his Muſick; 
my 8%": and Orphews, charming wilde beaſts and pale ghoſts 
hy with his Harp; 4r/oz carried on a Dolphins back; He- 
rodotus,8c, Doubtleſs melody doth admirably com- 

poſe the diſtracted mind, which it tormeth' to holy 

attention, as hath been ſeen in the ſudden /4cid inter- 

vals, and abundant tears of mad-men, hearkening a 

while to the Churches ſolemn Chores, Neither need 

: Sam.16.:3. this ſeem ſtrange to. any that reade Saul's Hiſtory, 
Ss Fo — When the evil ſpirit came upon Saul, David took 
PER " 0 harp, and played with his hand,and Sant was refreſh- 
rig. Jud. 1.6. edandeaſed, for the evil ſpirit departed from him, Not 
"fin. that Mulickof' it ſelf hath ſuch vertne todriveaway 
toul ſpirits; but it came thus. to paſs then,by Gods 

es proyi- 
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vidence, forelaying all the conſequences hereof rela- 
ting to David: yet I doubt not, but that Satan 
( making uſe of all advantages to deſtroy men, by 
hindering themin holy Duties (as Preaching, Hear- 
ing, Praying, aud Thankſgiving, and praiſing God ) 
hath leſs power to hurt, by how much more the Bo- 
dy and Soul of Man are freed from turbulent obſtru- 
&ions therero, Nor can I wonder that folemn Mu- 
ſick ſhould put moody Saul's Devil ro flight, when. 
I conſider, 

- I, That the ſame now drives ſo many Congrega- 
tion-men from our Churcy, 

2, Thar all that which tendeth to edification and 
praiſe of God, is deſtructive to Satax's Kingdom, 
whoſe Forttifications ( like the Walls of the belea- 
ouered Fericho ) tall down at the ſounding of the 
ſacred Trumpets, whereof he ſaith, Cry aloud, ſpare 
not, lift up thy woice like a trumpet, and ſhew wy people 
their tranſereſſions, and the houſe of Facob their ſins, 
Indeed when Chri/#'s ſeventy Diſciples preached the 
Goſpel, Satan like lightning fell from Heaven, 

3. Conſidering the Tempters amn{ical diſpoſiti- 
on, whoſe uſual deſcant is impions diſcord, and ſet- 
ting diviſion amongſt Brethren, and his whole en- 
deavour to afflict mans ſoul, and to barr it from all 
comfortable help to devotion, and affiſtance in the 
ſervice of God; therefore although he hath ſome- 
times been transformed into an Angel of Light. yet we 
reade not that he did ever ſing.or play upon any mu- 
ſical Inſtrument, except in the ob{cene lips of Cata- 
mites and impious Libertines; and once in the Pope's 
Chore, when ( as Cyprian de Yalera, a grave Author, 
writeth) he got into the 07247, and roared out fo 
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prodigious 4 Diapaſon, that it made the-earth tremble 
under them. 
6. The Cuſtome of God's Church (in S. Paul's 
Logick, thus diſputing, 1 Cor, 11,16; -- We have 
5} /"wn "Þ mo ſuch cuſtome, neither the Churches of God) is very 
n:ri 4, ejs Conſiderable, It wasS, Ambroſe Rule, © To whatſo- 
geen <everChurch ( of Chriſt) ye ſhall come, obſerve 
lum nn v#lt;s, © the Cuſtom thereof, if you will neither take, nor 
_— 4. ** give offence, S. Auguſtine gives the 
| ts ng. nibit Reaſon 5 *In thoſe things Concerning 
certi ftatuit ſcriptura divina, © which Divine Scripture determineth 
mos popaii Dei, vel inftuut« & nothing certain, the Cuſtom of Gods 
majorum pro lege renenda ſunt: O LD 
—prique cavendum eft,ne rem. © people, or determinations of our An- 
peſtare conemionis, ſereniras © ceſtors,are to be held for a Law, There- 
Go Warts oorpiterare 445% © fore, we muſt beware, leſt by the ſtorm ij 
; c of contention ( about matters leſs then 
« Fundamental) the calm or ſerenity of Charity be 
© clouded, Now concerning the Cuſtom of Gods 
Pſal.63 24,25, Church herein, David ſaith, They have ſeen thy go- 
ings, O God, even the goings of my God, my King, in 
cr, in holineſs. the ſanctuary, The ſingers went before, the players on 
Hebr DP inſtruments followed after ; among them were the dam- 
ſels playing with timbrels, bleſs ye God in the congrega- 
ticus, Therefore did Moſes write that Song, Dent, _ 
31, 19,30, for 1ſrael and their poſterities, And Da- . 
wd compoſing many Pſalms, appointed ſengers and | 
| Chro. 26.1 2/ayers 0n inſtruments in the ſanituary, to propheſie 
bo with harp, with pſalteries,and with cymbals, 
Whether the Heavenly 0rbs (in-their regular mo- 
tions, the certain meaſures of time) do make a me- 
Macrob.@'. Jodious harmony, I leave to others diſputes; ſure I 
am, that the Heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament ſheweth his handy-work , and that we "—_ 
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of heavenly Cithariſts and Harpers, and of holy An- 
gels and happy Spirits, ſinging their Hallelsjahi and "Ex ixa- 
praiſes to Chriſt, Rew. 5.8, Rev. 14.2,3.@ 15.2,3, _ —_—_ 
For the better underſtanding whereof, conſider with 3yole; mf 
me, what he, who had a divine rapt into heaven, &* ** 
faith, Hebr,10,1, The Law had a ſhadow of good things 

10come, Now you know,that the ſhadow holdeth a 
proportion to the body that caſts it, And again he 

faith, Hebr,8,5, that the Prieſts that offer gifts ac- 

cording tothe Law, ſerve unto the example and ſhadow 

of heavenly things, - what things? *tis preſently 

expretſed -— as Moſes was admoniſhed of God, when 

he was about to make the Tabernacle — See, ſaith he, 

that thou make all things according tothe pattern ſhewed 

to thee in the mount, 


Theſe Reaſons laid down, I hope will, in this con- 4, ſe 
troverlie, ſatisfie the moderate : It we cannot gain Ep 
others to our party, who, like that Gadarez Herd, waith.s 32. 
are violently carried with ſpirits of contention unto 
thar deſperate precipice of Schilm, ic ſhall not bemy 
labour loſt, if it ſhall confirm our own: Could we confirmabimus. 
bring an hundred Arguments more from Heaven, yet £4&«nr. 1. 5. 
ſome would diſlike Church- Muſick, 7 
: 2, Becauſe, ſay they, we cannot edifie by it, 'tis 
a ſcandal ro us, irkſom and odious alſo, I anſwer, So 
doth the Feveriſh Palate diſtaſte feet and wholſom 
meats: where muſt the Cure be made? in ſome 
contrary ſeaſon of thoſe Meats, or the diſaffected Pa- prii.r9. rc. 
lare? The ſacred Word of God, ( unto holy Da- 2 Cor.2.16. 
wid, ſweeter then honey ) isa ſavour of death to are paged 
death unto the wicked; they find no comfort in it, { vivenibus 
but are embircered thereby to the death of thoſe 772e77'7, FOO | 

C WIIO}, x.c.4. : 
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5:1 1kin WHO. preach it to them, 1 hate him, {aid Ahab, he 


F 22.8. propheſeeth mo good, but evil. to me. | Thar: {weert 
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thers. | 
2, They are offended becauſe we ſing ſome Pray- 
ers, And are not many parts of David's Pſalms ex- 
cellent Forms of Petitions to God 7 and did not he, 
and the Cherch of God, with, and after him, in every 
Age fince, fing the fame? Was it then lawfull and 
expedient to fing holy Elegtes, ſolemn Prayers, and 
Doxologies to God * If fo, how cometh it fince to be 
unlawful * IC | I 
3. They ſay, they cannot underſtand what is ſung, 
6; whom is their not underſtanding to be charged* 
:. Cenfeſſ 1. Aquinas,atter S, Auguſtine,anſwereth hereto----©* All 
20. C- 33+ ... . ©the affedtions of our ſouls, as they are 
—quorum occulta faite? « divers, have their proper Moods in th 
tate excitartur + fic in audl- 3 Proper NMLOOGS IN Lhe 
me, i= grits EI © yoice and ſinging, by whoſe ſecret fa- 
an fuelligent qu canan; << mjariry they are ſtirred up: {0 in 
+8 quid cantantur. ſcil. Iaudem © hearers, among whom, though ſome 
i. Dei, & hoc ſufficit addev- © ynderſtand not thoſe things which are 
| One CXCITANAAM. "_ | 
| . _ - ſung (byothers): yer they underſtand 
«<why they are ſung, to wit, to the praiſe of God 
* and this ( faith he) is enough to ſtir up devotion, 
Give me leave to doubt, whether if theſe pretenders 
to ſomuch knowledge were preſently taken up into 
' Paradiſe, as S, Paulwas, and admitted to hear thoſe ... 
_ ineffable words there ſounding, they would under- 
Kand, cc, thoughze>, all tothe praiſe of God, &c. 
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- 4; * They ſay, Muſick is abuſed to ſperſtition, and 
corruption of good manne1s, 'T anſwer, ſo have the 
beſt things been , meat, drink, and-thefpiritual food 
of fouls, Gods holy-WWord and Sacraments not except- 
ed.''\ Can you reatonably think, that impious abuſe. 
by ſome, concludes a neceſſary abolition of an holy 
uſe of theſe,to all others ? T tay, of things ſo excel- 
tently ſerving to our neceſſary uſe in the worſhip and. 
praife of God, keying and taning of holy Chores, fo © 3+: 
munch apptovedby the' Prophets, Apoſtles, and Mar- 
tyrs, the wiſeſt and beſt of the ſons of men; as alſo 
by the continual practiceof hravezly Chores of Saints 
and holy Angels; above all, by Feſus Chriſt, daily 
hearing therewith their Prayers, and accepting the 
fame as Greet iodoxrs of incenſe what, is this lawful 1 
in Heaven,but not in Chriſt's Church on earth 2 May { 
wenot,in imitation of ſuch patterns of ſanQity,witl: 
facred ſick, heighten our dull minds to ſpeak, hear, & 
prayz and;in the praiſes of God, as it were,tune at the | 
door, until we be adimttedinto the fu# Chore in the 
Church trinmphant © Doth not our Saviour Chrift 
reach us to ſay, and do we not accordingly ſay---7hy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven? Mult we pray 
to be ehabled ro dothat which © ( however enabled ) keel 
weimay not do © Ler the moſt bitter-ſpirited Ant«- Wo 
econiſ} ingenuoufly ſay, Is not the. whole Book of 
Pſalms (ſo often avowed, cited, and uſed by Chriſt) 


Matih 5.1 | ; 
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© en ae had WM 
-Sepher-Tehillim, a Bookof Praifes, compoſed forthe '"ſ 
.Chnrches uſe utito theend of time? or think-you that | W-4 
this ſo excellent a pare of Scripture was written; one= - [7 


1y to inform us what the Saints of God did before us, Eee! 

but not what'we alſo muſt do by their example <- As AEF 17 

for the abuſe of Muſick, we abominate it; but af- | 
| C-2 firm, 


A SERMON 
firm, that holy melody is accommodate ro every 
eſtate and condition; the Apoſtle ſaying without ex- 
ception, Is any merry ? let him ſing, There may here 


Wh ! . 24M be a fault in defect : for ſome, like thoſe curious*Solar 
' if inſtruments, make ſweet mufick, and blefs the Lord, 
' Ih ſo.long as the Sun of proſperity ſhines on them; bur 
i EN... ſooner is that clouded, but they are ſilent, and 


then Muſick is to them as——the Lords Song in 4 
Plal.,77.6, Pfrange land: But David, in his affliction, called to 
- ge - remembrance his ſong in the night : And Paul and S:- 

ls, ladenwith ſtripes, and in ſtritdurance, did fing 
and pray at midnight, with admirable effec, to their 
own comfort and others, Ir is above all diſpute, that 
we have as much need to baye our minds and affecti- 
ons calmed and lifted up from worldly thoughts, de- 
viations, and diſtractions in-God's ſervice now, as his 
Iſrael had of old time, when he preſcribed them 
both ſinging and inſtrumental Muſick, to prepare and 
fic them to his Worſhip; and why we may 'not now 
uſe the means thereto expedient and formally com- 
manded, I challenge all gain-ſayers to ſhew us. any 
good Reaſon, 


to II. So come I to the Principal Cauſe of the ſpecified 
3% Effect, --- Thehaxd of the Lord came upon him, that 
WE is, the-power and influence of Gods Spirit; which Me- 
Fanins in ec, ForJrPical manner of ſpeaking is frequent in.Scripture: 
' Ezek.1.3- & 4S Ezek,3.,22, The hand of the Lord was there upon mes 
2.1. & 33-22. Judg.6.34. The Spirit of. the Lord came upon Gideon, 
Rn, 11.29, SOoonFephtah; ſo on Sampſon: >o Eliſhaſaid to Eli 
Judg.15.14- jah, 7 pray thee,let 4 double portion of thy ſpirit be upon 
aKin.29. me; thatis,of Gods Spirit, wherewith thow haſt. been 
aſſiſted, The ſum of all amounteth ro thus much , 
| Ti 


a 
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The Spirit of the Lord enableth his ſervants to pro- D, 2, 
pheſie Holy men of God ſpake, as they were moved by 2 ve.: 11. 
the Holy Ghoſt, His hand and power is ſtill upon them 
in their Miniſtration, as 'tis written —— The ſpirits of « Cor. 14.;2. 
the Prophets are ſubjeft tothe Prophets, And our Sa- 
viour Chriſt ſaith to his Apoſtles, - T am with you al- Marth.28 25. 
wayes, even untotheend of ohe world : and- — He that 19; 19: 
heareth you, heareth me, 

And now the time admoniſheth me, that the re- 
mainder of this Diſcourſe be like a natural motion, 
ſwitteſt near the-end : I muſt tell you therefore, that 
the Apoſtle makes our Application, 1 Thef. 5, 20, 

Deſoif not propheſyings, He gave the reaſon before, 
1 Thel, 4.8. He that deſpifeth, —_— not man, 
but God, who hath alſo given unto 'us his holy Spirit : 
and -- He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, Luke 10.15. 

Let the Grecians, in their protane-levity; account | 
Preaching of the Goſpel fooliſhneſs, and the Phariſees {ye 1/48) 

. . PIs 
reject the counſel of God againſt themſelves ; they thall | 
once (thoug! too-late ) know, who now neglect ſo. 
great means of ſalvation, underyaluing this Heavenly 
Treaſure, becauſe we have it in earthen veſſels, that 
it is the power of God to ſalvation, to every one that be- 
lieveth. 

Conſider therefore, before-it be roo late, That 
he that deſpiſed Moſes Law, died without mercy, under web, 16-28,29; 
two or three witneſſes; off how much ſorer pumſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who th trodden 
under foot the Son of God -— and hath done deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace * Which ſecure finners do, when 
they undervalue the Word and Ordinance of God. 
If thou ſo do, there will be, in thine own Conſcience, 

nor. onely to or three, but a thouſand unavoidable 
| Witneſſes, 


2 Cor.4.79 
Rom.1.,15. 


xcz;o anti rec, 


Rev.3+7s 


Plal 247,90 
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Witneſſes, which canneither be withdrawn byfavour, 
nor ſilenced by reward: Tf thou haſt been a careleſs 
or negligent Hearer, yer ſeriouſly repent thee, and 
henceforth more diligently frequent holy Aſſemblies; 
and more attentively hear che\'Word of God: It is 
as the Eaſtern Szar,to lead Wiſe-mento Chrift', as*tis 
alſo written--- Pſal, 107,43, Who ſo is wiſe, and will 
obſerve thoſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the lo- 
vine kindneſs of the Lord, | wh 


Lord God, _—_—_ the Key of David , which 

opens, . ayd none ſhutteth, oper onr Hearts and 
Aﬀettions ; lift up theſe everlaſting doors, that the 
King of Glory way come in, and cauſe us tounderſtand 
thy loving kindneſs in Chrift: breathe into our divided 
parts the Spirit of Life and Peace, that we may live 
to Thee in this world, and live with [hee in the world 
to come, through Jeſus Chriſt or Lord and Saviour, 
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